A MARWARI MARE

A Grand Display
of
ALL INDIA MARWARI HORSE SOCIETY, JODHPUR -342 006, RAJASTHAN INDIA
Tel.: 91-291-2510101, 5104050, 2511199 Fax : 0291-2510100, 2510928
Email: jopolo@mailinfinity.com

Marwari Horses

November 2009

H.H. MAHARAJA GAJSINGH II MARWAR JODHPUR
Founder Patron-in-Chief
ALL INDIA MARWARI HORSE SOCIETY

In the arid zone of India in Rajasthan
in Marwar region a horse breed exists
which is known as the 'Marwari', an
elegent medium height, strong horse
with an outstanding track record of
bravery and loyalty in the battle fields of
medieval periods. Famous for traveling
long distances, they have strong feet
and hooves.
The Marwari has his home in the
area called Malani, which is part of
Barmer district of Marwar, in the villages
Nagar, Gudha, Jasol, Sindhari, Bakhasar,
Posana, Badgaon, Daspan and some
areas of Sanchore Tehsil of Jalore
District and some area of North Gujrat.
These areas are the nucleus of the
Marwari Horse.
The bardic literature of Rajasthan
speaks very highly of Marwari Horses, of
their heroic exploits, leaping on to
In Vedas it is described that long,
long ago Lord Brahma, creator of the
universe, performed a yagna and
from the ritual flames emerged a
winged horse.
The horse materialised in to
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Howdahs of elephants and crossing over
high barrier walls of cities and forts. A
few of the famous horses; “Chetak” of
Maharana Pratap, “Udal” of Amar Singh
Rathore, who leapt over the walls of
Agra fort, “Kesar Kalmi” of Pabuji, and

Indian consciousness at the dawn of

Veer Durga Das' s” Arbud”, are few of

the Vedic era, around 2000 BC.

the Historic horses of Indian history.

However, recent excavations at
Surkutoda in Kutch, Gujarat, have
unearthed horse bones, pointing to
its presence as a domesticated
animal during the Indus Valley
Civilization dating back to 2500 BC.

Shivaji has fought with his handful
of soldiers against mighty Mughals
giving them defeat on many occasion on
his native horses and introducing the
Gurilla Tactics.

The rulers of Indian states were fond of

It was the personal interest of

good horses and they had very precious

some breeders and horse lovers

animals with them. The characteristics were

who maintained the bloodlines of

precisely maintained. The Thakurs also had

good stock. The limited use of

horses and maintained the true to the class

horses was for travel from one

and sub class of the breed. This is how the

village to another and the major

Marwari breed was preserved. The breed had

use was ceremonial and religious.

biggest set back during the British rule in
India when they brought the English
Thoroughbreds and the Australian horses to

Presently the horses are not kept

India. The Indigenous Marwari horse suffered

by Royalties, but are kept by the

and lost many of it's good blood horses.

Pastoral people or small land holders
for their bread and butter to feed
their children. The climate in arid
zones is very uncertain most of times
it is famines struck. The live stock is
the only dependable means for their
survival. It is very amazing that the
Marwari horse is kept in the house
courtyards, the housewife and
children nourish and manage the
horse. The offsprings are sold at local
fairs to maintain themselves.

This Elegant indigenous
Marwari Horse of India is near
extinct, to preserve and protect this
important indigenous Marwari Horse
Breed which plays an important
economic role in the life of a breeder
in the region, the “All India Marwari
Horse Society” was formed in 1997

Marwari is the original desert horse
breed of Marwar region of Rajasthan state
of India. This breed can withstand intense

The body length of Marwari animals is
medium.
The quarters are well built and

heat and cold and adverse climatic

muscular with a well rounded and sloppy

conditions. This breed is known for its

croup.

elegance, beauty, vigor, endurance,

The length of the legs is medium

intelligence, alertness, animated gait and

enabling the animal to travel long

peculiar ear tips touching each other.

distances with medium pace.

Capable of covering long distances with

Both front and rear cannon bones are

good speed by virtue of its strong limbs

long and show a perpendicular position.

and hooves.

The extensors and flexors are strong and

The Marwari horse posses a well
refined head. The shape of the forehead

sharply defined.
The fetlock is round and strong. The

is chiselled type, generally flat but convex

pastern is short, strong and forward

forehead is also observed in many

sloping. The front hoof is elongated and

animals. The forehead is well set between

the hind hoof is round. The sole and wall

the eyes with soft medium muzzle. Jaws

are hard and strong. They are seldom

are prominent and well built.

shoed except in hills and for metalled

The medium sized ears are soft tips of
'

the ear touch. The horse s ears rotates
0

180 on the axis.The eyes are large round,
set widely apart giving a slight convex

roads.
The tail of the Marwari is well set and
carried high.
A wide range of colours is observed in

shape to the eye balls. The nasal bone is

Marwari Horses. The most common body

flat and long. The nostrils are large

colours are Bhanwar (Dark Brown)]

rounded with flared look and quite

Kumet (Dark Bay), Shyam Ablak (Pie

sensitive.

bald), Lal Ablak (Skew bald), Surang

The shoulders are muscular, long and

(Chestnut), Champa (Dun), Sanjab (Blue

broad, set at an angle of about 45 to 50

Roan), Shwet (Grey) and Kagra

degrees Neck at poll is fine but wider near

(Fleabitten & Dappled Grey).

the shoulders with good musculature at
the base. Neck is carried high. The back is
medium and powerful with deep barrel or
girth. Wither is well defined.

Nukra (Albino ) colour is a
disqualification for this breed.
Note : The Colours name is in
Marwari, in () English Names are given.

The rhythm of traditional Rajasthani music...
...matched perfectly by the magnificent dancing Marwari

Maharana Pratap was born on May 9th 1540 in He was the 54th ruler of
Mewar, in the line of the Sisodiya Rajputs.
In 1576, the famous battle of Haldighati was fought with 20,000 Rajputs
against a Mughal army of 80,000 men commanded by Raja Man Singh. Maharana
Pratap's army was not defeated but Maharana Pratap was surrounded by Mughal
soldiers. It is said that at this point, his estranged brother, Shakti Singh, appeared
and saved the Rana's life. Another casualty of this war was Maharana Pratap's
famous, and loyal, horse Chetak, who gave up his life trying to save his Maharana.
In the last ten years of his life, Maharana Pratap ruled in relative peace and
eventually freed most of Mewar, including Udaipur and Kumbhalgarh, but not
Chittor.
In January 1597, Rana Pratap Singh I, Mewar's greatest hero, was
seriously injured in a hunting accident. He left his body at Chavand, aged 56, on
January 29, 1597. He died fighting for his nation, for his people, and most
importantly for his honor.

Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales
and The Duchess of Cornwall
admiring a decorated Marwari Horse

In Indian Culture the
Horse is very auspicious.
In all rituals the horse
is first worshiped it may
be a Yagya, Upnayan

Shivaji was born on 19th February 1630. He founded the Hindu
kingdom in the Deccan against all odds , fighting against the mighty Mughals.He
inspired and united the common man to fight against the tyranny of Mughal ruler
Aurangjeb, by inculcating a sense of pride and nationality in them.
At the age of 16, he took a pledge to establish a sovereign Hindu
state.He clearly outstands all the rulers and generals of India by the exemplary
life he lived and is thus respected by the entire cross section of Indians. Shivaji's
military skills could be compared to those of Napolean.
He raised a strong army and navy, constructed and repaired forts, used
gureilla warfare tactics. Shivaji breathed his last on 3 April 1680 in the Raigadh
fort. He was succeeded by his elder son Sambhaji.
The history of India is incomplete without the history of Marathas and
Shivaji is the nucleus of Maratha history. Shivaji has been a source of inspiration
and pride to the past generations and will continue to inspire generations in
future. We salute this legend.

Sanskar, a marriage or
going for war.
Durgadas Rathore (13 August 1638 - 22 November 1718) He is credited with
having single-handedly preserved the rule of the Rathore dynasty over Marwar
(Jodhpur) after the death of Maharaja Jaswant Singh in the 17th century.
Durgadas was a suryavanshi Rathore Rajput, grew up in a small village .The
Maharaja Jaswant Siingh gave him an appointment in the army.
Maharaja Jaswant Singh, ruler of Marwar, died in 1679 without immediate male
heirs. One of Jaswant Singh's pregnant widows gave birth, to a male child, who
was named Ajit Singh.
For 20 years after this event, Marwar remained under the direct rule of a
Mughal governor. During this period, Durgadas carried out a relentless struggle
against the occupying forces and protected Ajit Singh from Mughals.
Ajit Singh was proclaimed Maharaja of Jodhpur in 1707 following the death of
Aurangzeb.
Till today, people in Rajasthan pray: Maa puut aisa janiyo jaisa Durgadas
(Mother, give birth to a son just like Durgadas).

Swaroop

Caballos Marwari S.L. is a spanish
Company established by Mr. Mario
Calcagno, in 2006, with the project of
promoting, breeding and export Marwari horses to Europe.
It is known that, in the modern times,
the role of the horses in the human
society, has changed from its use helping in the works (agriculture, transport, etc.) to the use in leisure, sports,
shows and for the simple pleasure of
riding them in the nature. The result
is that the number of horses now in
western countries is increased more
than ever, as well as its knowledge
and the care.
Convinced that this is the right direction to save the Marwari breed from
its extinction, Caballos Marwari S.L.,
since the date of its foundation, has
been in close cooperation with the

Dilshaan

All India Marwari Horse Society (Jodhpur). This close cooperation has
been focused in the promotion of this
breed in Europe, and to work in the
export procedures, what should ﬁnally
bring this fabulous breed closer to the
european horse lovers.
Actually Caballos Marwari, S.L. owns
six Marwari horses, actually located in
the new stables of HH Gaj Singh, in
Jodhpur, waiting for the possibility to
be ﬁnally exported to Europe.

Our short term projects are:
In cooperation with the italian non-proﬁt organisation, “il Caleidoscopio”, show them as ﬁrst time
in Europe, in the International Horse
Show, FieraCavalli 2009 (in VeronaItaly), in November 2009.This exhibition, entitled “Horses and Horseman
in Rajastan courts” , should also be
exhibited in other key shows in Europe like Equitania (Essen-Germany), le
Salon du Cheval (Paris-France) and
SICAB (Sevilla-Spain).
Our medium term plans, once the export policy for marwari breed will be
deﬁned in India, is to start breeding
Marwari horses in Spain and start training them in some ecuestrian sport
(i.e. endurance, dressage), therefore
proof its sport performance under
western conditions.
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